
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, December 4, 2013 

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Lower Level 
Conference Room, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners Michael DeFeo, Joanne D. Palmieri and Peter 
Romano; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael 
Manware.  
Absent/Excused:  Vice Chairman David Kanute 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Palmieri made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to accept the Minutes of the 
November 6, 2013 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
VISITORS:   
1. Kevin Beaudoin.  Mr. Beaudoin introduced himself as a member of the Board of Finance and he was 
just attending not to oversee what the board does but to have better information when new projects are 
presented in a spirit of cooperation. 
 
2.  Ans Swanson and Walt Swanson - Southington Soccer Club.  Mrs. Swanson spoke about the need for 
assistance in getting lights on the two upper soccer fields at Recreation Park.  It is very dark very early 
and the club cannot practice without lights.  They requested two quotes for the lights - one from Musko 
Lighting and the other from Techline.  The Techline quote was much lower than Musko but was 
estimated at $180,000.  She passed out copies of the two quotes to members.  She is looking for help from 
the town and is asking for the board’s support.  Mrs. Swanson spoke about the money the club had to pay 
to upgrade the concession stand that was not up to code (about $15,000) and to correct drainage on the 
field (about $9,000) besides the annual field maintenance costs (about $6,000).  This year they rented 
temporary lights at a cost of approximately $5,000 for 28 days.   
 
Discussion followed on whether any fund raising has started for the lighting project.  Mrs. Swanson 
commented that they were not able to use the concession stand to raise funds and that hindered them.  
They do have a fund raising committee that will begin after the holidays.  Commissioners commented on 
how other leagues got their lights by fund raising for a few years in a variety of ways.  A suggestion was 
made to contact the Town Manager.  Mr. Lapreay stated that he had already spoken with Mr. Brumback 
and that he believes the leagues need to show that they are making an effort to raise significant funds 
before requesting funds from the town.  Chairman Fasulo commented that that is the way it has always 
worked with the leagues.  Now that the Parks Department is under the Public Works Department, this 
commission does not have any authority as far as financial support for a park project.  The board doesn’t 
even review the Park Department budget.   
 
Suggestion was made about possibly using the Turf Field at the high school which has lights.  Mrs. 
Swanson said the field is not lined for the proper size for young kids.  In response to a question, Mrs. 
Swanson said they started an account for lighting several years ago and it has $25,000 in it, but it would 
have been much more if they didn’t have to pay for the concession stand, drainage improvements and 
things she believes the town should have paid since it is town property.  She would need between 
$40,000-50,000 for a deposit.   
 



12-4-13 Park Board; page 2 

 

Mr. Manware commented that the club never asked for any help with the ground work when the projects 
were done.  He probably could have done some of that work and saved them money.  The crews did help 
with ground work when the Northern LL put in lights.  Commissioner Romano said the North league did 
fund raising for 4-5 seasons and then got financing for the rest. 
 
More discussion followed.  Commissioner Romano said there is no mechanism for this group to do 
anything except to say it’s a great idea.  When the Blue Ribbon Parks Committee met, they determined 
that many fields needed lights.  The committee never went to the next level which would have been an 
assessment of which ones were the most needy.  It would have been done to be included in a capital 
improvement plan for the Parks Department.  That was the philosophy at the time.   
 
It was recommended that Mrs. Swanson speak with the town manager and see if he would support an 
appropriation request to the Board of Finance, perhaps an amount to cover the temporary lights while you 
do fund raising.  Get creative.  Do lots of different types of fund raisers, i.e., sell sweatshirts, have a 
dance, etc.  Mrs. Swanson thanked the board for their comments. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that basketball is finally off the ground.  There was a slight delay getting space for 
all the teams.  Wrestling is getting started.  All the other programs are in the second phase, i.e., Zumba, 
Zumba Kids, Arts & Crafts for special needs.  Mens adult basketball was on the back burner but we got 
another night at the high school.  Starting in January they will have Tuesday and Thursday.  We will give 
the Music Therapy for Special Needs another go in February.  Last time we didn’t get anyone.  The 
Middle School Building Committee did grant permission to use the gyms on Friday and Saturday for the 
youth leagues to practice and have games.  Mr. Lapreay provided fencing and the league will provide an 
adult monitor for safety in the halls during construction.  Southington Girls Softball did an upgrade of 
their concession stand.  It cost a little over $15,000.  They are now up to code.  North Little League 
updated their constitution to update their divisions.  It is standard.  Mr. Lapreay handed out copies to the 
board for their review. 
 
The last dance was a little disappointing; we only had 113 kids which is extremely low.  Not sure if there 
was a reason for the low turnout.  We will see what happens next month.  Mr. Lapreay reported that this 
past Sunday we had Santa in the Park.  About 300 kids showed up.  Thursday night is Christmas in the 
Village and Friday is downtown Southington’s Hospitality Night.  We did a contest online for kids ages 3 
to 10 to submit their names to flip the light switch on the Green.  The Town Manager picked the winner.   
Slamma Jamma camps run by Bob Ruderman; each year he gives back to the town a donation.  This year 
he gave $510 which was put into the town funds.  Bow hunting - got two deer in November for a total of 
eight.  Bow hunting ends December 31.  We did not receive any further inquiries about cross bows. 
 
Pavilion rentals for the year:  Community Pavilion raised $1,850 in rental fees; the small Rec Park 
Pavilion received $1,250 in rentals.  These monies go into the Pavilion Rental account. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Palmieri, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that winterization for the post season is almost complete.  Rest rooms are closed 
up.  He is in the process of leaving a port-o-let for the time being.  There is a year round one for the 
skating rink and one by the train station.  Holiday preparations are full bore this week for Plantsville and 
downtown.  Leaf program in the parks is just about finished.  It took a lot of time in November.   
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Park lights and timers:  every year we go through people complaining about the lights being on.  The Rec 
tennis lights are on from 5 to 7 pm for now because there is a group that plays there.  It depends on 
interest.  Every other park is off. 
 
Mr. Manware spoke about the winter cabbage and bulb planting on the Green.  They planted about 300 
bulbs.  They are trying to plant things other than geraniums; things that may be more hardy and last 
longer but have a nice mix of color. 
 
The ice rink may go up next week.  He is hoping we get more days than last year but it is in full sun all 
day.  Otherwise we may have to look for another location for next year. 
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner DeFeo.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
1.  Blue Ribbon Parks Committee Report.  Chairman Fasulo believes the timing is right to start working 
on the recommendations of the committee.  Council Chairman Michael Riccio met with the Town 
Manager about it.  Garry Brumback wants to meet with the Chairman to begin working on a capital 
improvement plan.  He plans to set up a meeting and will let the commissioner know the date if they 
would like to attend. 
  
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
Commissioner Palmieri, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned 
at 7:45 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


